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UNESCO for the next five years, and as a more systematic

The 7th World Network of Island and Coastal
Biosphere Reserves

membership management is required, Menorca Secretariat
will prepare a regulation draft and discuss and supplement
with Jeju Island.
As a joint secretariat of the UNESCO World Network of

Jeju Special Self-Governing Province successfully held the
7th meeting of WNICBR

from September 12th to 14th,

Island and Coastal Biosphere Reserves, Jeju will continue to
cooperate with UNESCO and Menorca to systematically

2017.
The meeting was jointly hosted by the UNESCO MAB and
two secretariats of WNICBR: Jeju Island and Menorca. 80

operate the network and to carry out the activities that are
core to the international community.

biosphere reserve representatives from 10 countries in Asia,
Europe, and Africa actively participated in the meeting

and

they presented their activities on their biosphere reserves.
At

this network

Menorca

signed

meeting,

MOU

UNESCO,

related

to

Jeju Island and

the

achievement

of

sustainable development goals for the next five years.
The memorandum includes the joint research on the
impact of climate change, response strategies and the
project on habitat conservation and sustainable development
facing global changes. It also specifies the promotion of
education and exchange programs on the study of the Man
and the Biosphere Programme(MAB).
At the Fund-In-Trust Steering Committee Meeting, Jeju
and

Menorca

Secretariats

agreed

to

provide

funds

to
information

The 5th Training Course for Island and Coastal
Biosphere Reserve Managers

exchange

on

BR

management

have

been

acknowledged.
Biosphere reserve managers around the world applied for
this training but some of them were not able to attend due
to the matters such as visa and extreme weather. The
course was reduced in scope but a few participants of the
7th network meeting joined and shared information on their
management.
Biosphere Reserves that participated in this training
course include Iles et Mer d'Iroise BR in France, Palawan
BR in the Philippines, Catba BR in Vietnam, Garden Route
BR in South Africa, OBSAM in Menorca BR in Spain. This
training course was progressed by participants' presentations
and discussion, and lectures by experts.
In

addition,

managers

of

those

BRs

visited

local

companies that utilize the label of Jeju Island Biosphere
Reserve, whose aim is to encourage regional enterprises and
The 5th Training Course for Island and Coastal Biosphere
Reserve Managers was held in Jeju Island from September
14 to 16, 2017, hosted by UNESCO MAB, Jeju Special
Self-Governing Province, and Jeju Secretariat of the World
Network of Island and Coastal Biosphere Reserves.

stakeholders to help the public engagement in the biosphere
reserve in an environmentally-friendly manner. Visiting the
World Natural Heritage Center enables the participants to
learn more about the systematically integrated management
system for the World Natural Heritage, Global Geopark and
Biosphere Reserve.

With the establishment of the Network Secretariats in Jeju
Island and Menorca, the needs for basic education and
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developed to promote the Archipelago Route, making it

Blekinge Archipelago Biosphere Reserve

available to more people. The development of brand
strategy

and

graphic

profile

have

started

becoming

concrete. At the latest business meeting, stakeholders
were involved in a process of establishing values and
goals for the Archipelago Route.
The Archipelago Route will also have a mobile phone
application, which will be developed in spring 2018. A
first version of the application will be ready to be tested
already in the summer of 2018. The application will be a
platform for promoting Blekinge Archipelago's beautiful
scenery, nature and culture.
Since last autumn we have started a collaboration with
other projects, Attractive Hardwoods and Blekinge Trail,
in

order

to

counter

redundancy

within

all

different

projects, by merging the mobile application as well as the
The project Archipelago Route started in summer 2016

map into one and the same solution.

and will last until the end of 2019. It comprises 13 million

Finally, the work on the practical development of trails

SEK and is financed by the Swedish Agency for Growth,

has come to great results. The kayak trail has been

South

biosphere

established in cooperation with many local experts and

Biosphere

places for new kayak platforms have been identified. The

East

LEADER

municipalities
Reserve.

and

funding),

kayak trail will be completed next spring and the opening

full-time and two part-time. The Archipelago Route is a

of both kayak and boat trails is scheduled for June 2018.

network of sustainable trails for kayaking, sailing, biking

The entire Archipelago Route will be ready by the end of

and hiking, travel opportunities and products through the

2019.

and

project

the

Archipelago

one

coast

The

(EU

Blekinge

employs

archipelago

of

three

the

persons,

Blekinge

Archipelago

Biosphere Reserve. The vision for the Archipelago Route
project: Blekinge Archipelago will become an attractive
and sustainable destination for outdoor tourism.
The first year of the project Archipelago Route has
come to an end, two more exciting years are to come.
First, a network of tourism companies have been
created and two network meetings have been completed.
At present, 27 companies have joined the network, a
great number. By the end of January 2018, a full-day
sustainability workshop for the business owners will take
place. The content and process for this workshop are
based on our new Handbook for sustainability in the
tourism

industry,

a

book

which

was

created

in

collaboration with different sustainability projects within
the region of Blekinge. All participants in the Archipelago
Route company network will receive a copy of this
manual in order to create a consensus on a common
definition

of

sustainability

and

getting

started

small

activities with their sustainability work. Coming summer,
all companies will receive an individual sustainability and
quality

analysis

from

Swedish

Welcome,

a

renowned

consultancy company for sustainability in the tourism
industry.
In

autumn 2018,

an

in-depth

product

development

process will start up, in which new products will be
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systems, healthier lifestyles and local opportunities for

Renew able Plett

renewable growth.

It is also complimentary with UNESCO

programmes such as:
At the 7th meeting of the Global Network of Island and

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-ce

Coastal Biosphere Reserves held on 12-14 September

lebrations/celebrations/international-days/world-oceans-da

2017, Jeju Island, Republic of Korea, the Chairman of the

y-2016/resources/plastic-pollution/.

Garden Route Biosphere Reserve, Errol Finkelstein heard
about the plastic education and recovery programmes of
the

Portuguese

island

–

Principe

from

one

of

its

programme leaders Dr António Abreu. Coincidentally soon
after the Korean Network meeting an opportunity arose
for the Garden Route Biosphere Reserve to encourage and
then become a founding partner of a programme called
Renew Able Plett (based in Plettenberg Bay, Garden
Route). It builds on a prior school education programme in
the area, and its reach is broader and it is planned to
grow across the entire Biosphere. When the flyer was
launched on a new Facebook page for Renew Able Plett it
received in excess of 20,000 likes and shares within one
week, with no marketing, so it seems to have a chord.
Renew

Able

celebrates

Plettis

and

a

campaign

supports

which

incentivises,

businesses,

community

organisations and schools to reduce waste to landfill, go
plastic free, recycle, compost and make eco bricks for
community

building

projects.

Creating

healthier

living

Information Exchange between Jeju Island and
Biosphere Reserves in Vietnam

Adaptation and Youth” (READY), they visited Jeju Island
Biosphere Reserve from October 23rd to 28th, 2017.
The visitors includes: 10 representatives of Vietnam
National

Man

and

Biosphere

(MAB

Vietnam),

Local

government officials from Hai Phong city, Nam Dinh
province, MCD and its co-implementers.
The objectives of their visit were to strengthen the
exchange of knowledge and information on good practices
responding

to

climate

change

on

island

and

coastal

biospheres and share useful information between Jeju
Island biosphere reserves in Republic of Korea and Cat
Ba, Red River Delta in Vietnam.
Labelling of Biosphere Reserve in Vietnam is in the
beginning stage, so

the best practices of Jeju Island

were of particular interest to the representatives. They
also paid much attention to Jeju Island's efforts to protect
‘Clean Jeju’ by questioning and responding to the garbage
MCD

has

been

non-governmental

established

organization

in

as

a

2003,

Vietnamese
working

for

collecting system based on its weight and kind and
discharge process.

protecting coastal and marine ecosystem and improving

Six of the nine biosphere reserves in Vietnam are

coastal communities’ lives. They have been collaborating

located in the islands and coastal areas, so it was a great

with Man and Biosphere Program (MAB) in Vietnam to

opportunity to inform the representatives of the World

strengthen the management and climate change adaptation

Network of Island and Coastal Biosphere Reserves.

for UNESCO World Biosphere Reserves in the northern
Vietnam since 2008.
Within the USAID funded project “The Red River Delta
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contents on the Gran Canaria Biosphere Reserve include a

Gran Canaria Biosphere Reserve

road show stand that has been set up at a range of
different events and festivals, acting as a meeting point
between adults, young people and children.

Cultural and natural dissemination for children:

The

stand

has

hosted

workshops

and

awareness-raising activities to foster respect for the
This year, the Biosphere Reserve has taken part in a
range of different events and popular festivities on the

flora, fauna and bio-diversity of the islands, and more
particularly, of the Gran Canaria Biosphere Reserve.

island of Gran Canaria, with a view to bringing the values
of the Gran Canaria Biosphere Reserve to children in an
innovative

and

fun

way,

using

puppet

theatre

and

audio-visual projections with effects and surprises that
delight children.

Information stand, workshops and games
The activities aimed at education and disseminating

Palawan Biosphere Reserve in the International

International Expert Workshop – Renewable Energies and
Biosphere Reserves

Arena: 2017
As one of the only three declared MAB reserve in
the Philippines, and true to its mandate of environmental
protection, the Palawan BR through the Palawan Council
for

Sustainable

Development

Staff

attended

different

international conferences and forums to further improve
policy planning and implementation.

Attended

by

Mr.

P.

Cabrestante,

Jr.

of

Germany. Presentations and talks on various concerns on
the use of renewable energies in biosphere reserves were
given

by

different

institutions,

invited

government,

non-government

10th Southeast Asian Biosphere Reserve Network Meeting

Madrono

PCSDS last September 11-13, 2017 at Bliesgau, Saarland,

experts
private

organizations

from

academic

businesses

dealing

on

and

renewable

energies. Participants came from various countries in
Europe, Asia, South Africa, and Latin America.

Held last May 16-17, 2017 at Jakarta, Indonesia with
a

theme of “Interaction among UNESCO Programmes

toward

the

Sustainable

Development

of

Biosphere

Reserves” and attended by Ms. Ma. Chistina D. Rodriguez
of PCSDS. This meeting of MAB network in Southeast
Asia shared local and regional experiences in biosphere
reserves between each other and discussed key issues
related to a joint contribution for promoting BRs to serve
as models for sustainable development through sharing the
experiences from other UNESCO programmes. A regional
strategy

was

also

agreed

upon

for

developing

MAB

national action plans to facilitate the implementation of the
Lima Action Plan in Southeast Asia region.

Mr.

Cabrestante,

as

lone

representative

of

the

Philippines, made a presentation on the ‘Zero Carbon
Resorts and Renewable Energy in Palawan Biosphere
Reserve, Philippines” currently being implemented in the
province of Palawan with the University of Vienna’s
Centre for Appropriate Technology. an EU initiative,
the PCSD partnered with local key tourism establishments
that are ready to adopt the “3R Principles”, Reduction in
energy

and

Replacement
establishment

water

consumption,

of old technologies
to

be

energy

and

emissions;

and Redesign

and

resource

f the

efficient.

Currently more than 320 establishments have agreed to
work with PCSD in the ZCR program.

- 4 -

Residents of Samothraki put creativity into
practice for their island

Next, some weeks later, members of the association
coordinated with local residents to gather at Lakkomas’
playground. Lakkoma is a village, on the opposite, south

On the Greek island of Samothraki, inhabitants initiate

side

of

the

island.

The

volunteers

renovated

the

and coordinate activities towards a sustainable island. The

playground and decorated it with natural materials. These

association “Sustainable Samothraki”, a group of local

activities were well welcomed by the local community.

residents

which

addresses

socio-economic

and

The association plans to organize similar events annually

island,

two

to inspire the locals and engage them with the BR

of

concept. The BR concept has been employed in order to

volunteering and community-based eco-friendly activities

propose and implement an alternative vision of local

on the island. These took place within the framework of a

development from the bottom-up; all together to preserve

national, annual event called “Let's do it Greece”. Thus

the island with its unique natural and cultural heritage

whilst acting locally the residents also had the opportunity

from potentially destructive pathways and to come up with

to feel connected to other parts of the country, significant

an alternative development model.

environmental

problems

activities

simultaneously

to

on

the

organized

enhance

the

ethos

on an isolated island such as Samothraki.
Firstly, at the invitation of the association, around 60
adults and 70 children gathered for a day in Kamariotissa,
the port of Samothraki! The residents discussed recycling
issues on the island and collected rubbish from the
beaches

around

the

harbour.

The

association

also

organized reuse craft workshops and at the end of the
gathering, the children decorated the “Earth’s tree” with
eco-friendly messages. The success of this action is
based not only on the fact that waste was reduced on the
island, but the coordination of this event took place in
collaboration

with

other

stakeholders

on

the

island;

teachers from the public school, educational centers and
with the support of the local authorities.
submission of new biosphere reserve designation and
periodic reviews. Jeju Island offered to provide a wide

Research Meeting on Strategy to Respond to
Climate Change in Island and Coastal
Biosphere Reserves
Hallasan

Research

Institute,

World

Natural

range of assistance to Mauritius, too.

Heritage

Center, Jeju Special Self-Governing Province and Jeju
Secretariat

of

World

Network

of

Island

and

Coastal

Biosphere Reserves participated in the research meeting
on “Strategy to Respond to Climate Change in Island and
Coastal Biosphere Reserves in Port Louis, Mauritius from
December 11 to 15, 2017.
After a comprehensive evaluation of the project for
2012-2017, which was proceeded by UNESCO and Jeju
Island, Jeju Government Officials and researchers of the
joint research, they discussed the future research projects
based on the Funds-In-Trust Agreement.
Also, they had a meeting with NPCS (National Parks &
Conservation

Service)

representatives

of

UNESCO

Mauritius Ministry (focal Ministry for biosphere reserves),
and the experts advised Mauritius to reapply its biosphere
reserve

by

September

30,

2018,

the

deadline

for
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after all that! Every school welcomed us with open heart,

End of Stage Two of Protected Kamchatka
Educational Expedition

but the one in Kozirevsk is the most memorable for me.
There the teachers and the students were very attentive,
had many questions and even told their own stories about
the animals of Kamchatka,” said a participant of the
expedition

second

stage,

Chief

Specialist

of

the

Commander Islands Reserve Oksana Solovanuk.
Specially Protected Areas of Kamchatka prepared a
number

of

gifts

methodological

for

materials

the

schools

for

ecological

to

distribute

education

and

books about the nature of Kamchatka Region.
It is the first time that the car-expedition includes a new
competition called The Red Data Book of Kamchatka
Through the Eyes of Children. For any details, please
This

year

the

expedition

is

held

in

October

and

visit this page: http://komandorsky.ru/red-book.html

November and is consecrated to the 100th anniversary of

The car-expedition will include a remote stage together

the nature protected areas system of Russia. A team of

with the traditional traveling of the team. This year we

specialists

propose to the school teachers from different part of

from

the

Commander

Islands

Nature

and

Biosphere Reserve, Kronotsky State natural Biosphere

Russia

Reserve and Volcanoes of Kamchatka Natural Park tell

themselves. The Association of Nature Protected Areas of

schoolchildren more about the nature of their own land,

Kamchatka will send all the necessary data and materials.

rare animals and the Russian system of nature protected

If you would like to take part in this stage, please,

areas.

contact us by this email:ostrova.eco@gmail.com. We will

The participants of the expedition have already visited
schools and kindergartens in the towns of Paratunka,

to

organize

classes

about

Kamchatka

by

send you the necessary books and souvenirs for the
classes.
All-in-all

Termalny, Kluchi and Kozirevsk, as well as in Nikolskoye,

in

October

the

participants

organized

30

Esso and Anavgay villages. “Children do like the event.

classes for more than 700 children.

Not only because our lectures are organized instead of

Our car-expedition continues and we are looking forward

their classes, but because they are really interested in

to the November meeting with children in towns of

the

Ust-Bolsheretsky, Oktiaborsky and Apach, as well as in

subject.

A

beautiful

film

about

the

animals

of

Kamchatka Peninsula, a presentation full of picturesque

the cities of Yelizovo and Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky.

photos and some souvenirs- how can they be indifferent
We look forward to welcoming you all in Menorca!

NEXT MEETING OF THE WORLD NETWORK
OF ISLAND AND COASTAL BIOSPHERE
RESERVES (MENORCA 2018)

MENORCAN BEACHES FROM A DIFFERENT POINT OF

The 8th Meeting of the World Network of Island and

VIEW
This is the title of an information campaign on the

Coastal Biosphere Reserves will take place in Menorca
island (Spain) from May 22 to 25 2018. The planned
schedule for the event is to hold the meeting sessions

values

of

the

beaches

and

the

maintenance

tasks

developed by the Menorca Biosphere Reserve Agency.

from the 22nd to the 24th, including field trips, and to

The objective of the initiative is to raise awareness on

hold a training workshop for biosphere reserve managers

the importance of beaches to residents and visitors. It

on the 25th.

informs about the origin of the beaches, the mechanisms

This

meeting will be a good opportunity to set up the

operation

rules

of

the

Network,

as

more

biosphere

reserves are interested in joining it. Moreover, working

and processes of the orginal beaches being transformed
and, ultimately, the importance they have to preserve the
island's biodiversity.
Within this campaign, guided tours to the beaches are

sessions on specialized themes are to be proposed so that
we shall

take

better

advantage

of

the

exchange

of

experiences on focal issues for sustainable development

organized to show their values and the role they play in
coastal conservation.

and climate change.
More information at : http://beaches.biosferamenorca.org/
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