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The 4th UNESCO Training Course for Island
and Coastal Biosphere Reserve Managers was
held in September, 2016
The 4th UNESCO
Training

Course

Island
and
Biosphere

for

Coastal
Reserve

Managers was held as
an educational support
program
for
the

(Philippines),

Tonle

Sap

(Cambodia),

Haiti

MAB

Atoll (Maldives). The delegate manager from each BRs and 2
managers from Maldives participated in the program.
This course was held from 28th September to 1st October, 2016
at Eco Green Resort

in Republic of Korea, organized by

UNESCO MAB and Jeju Special Self-Governing Province, and
convened by Jeju Secretariat of WNICBR. In this training course,
various training programs were offered such as lectures on climate
change and sustainable development in island and coastal biosphere
reserves, roundtable
discussion for sharing

managers of island and

knowledge and ideas
with each other, and

coastal biosphere reserves.
They were recruited from among the applicants through online.
10 BRs were selected from 10 countries, taking into account the

field

trip

Biosphere
etc.

following criteria.

This

< Priority in Consideration on Inviting Participant>

(Haiti),

Gouritz Cluster (South Africa), Juan Fernandez (Chile), Baa

to

Jeju

Reserve,

4th

training

course provided all the participants with a great opportunity to

• Recently designated biosphere reserves since 2014
• Least developed countries
• Regions that have not participated in any programme hosted
by WNICBR

share information and to establish network relationship, along
with better understanding of network secretariat. The Jeju
Secretariat

proposed

publishing

newsletters

periodically,

strengthening the network among the participants, sharing
continuously information, and maintaining efficient management

• Equal allocation of participants by continent
The 10 selected biosphere reserves were; Isle of Man (United

system and continuous network activities.

Kingdom), Jozani-Chwaka Bay (Tanzania), Príncipe Island (São
Tomé Príncipe), Fajãs de São Jorge(Portugal), Palawan

Harye-ri, Jeju Island BR Eco-Tourism Village,
won the Excellence Prize Award as a Korea
Government 3.0 Design Group Special Project!
Harye-ri eco-tourism village won the Excellence Prize Award
as a project titled “Reducing Carbon Footprints Travel Program”
on November 29, 2016 in the invitation of public competition
as

Korean

Government

3.0

Design

Group

Special

Project

organized by Ministry of Government Administration and Home
Affairs in Korea. Design group project, which is a core project

At the first phase of the public competition, the best case of
24 organizations among 382 Design Group Special Projects were
selected and announced through written evaluation. Harye-ri,
Jeju Island was selected as an Excellence organization by the
voters being composed of 50% of experts and field votes,
respectively.
As the ‘Government 3.0’ is the Korea governments’ national
project, it will be a great opportunity to publicize Harye-ri BR
eco-tourism village to other regions in Korea and all over the
world.

being implemented as Government 3.0 by the present Korean
Government, is a resident-participating policy service together with
residents to provide the residents’ needs, considering the fact that
the top-down system of policy formation has limitations in
providing the real services necessary for residents.
Harye-ri eco-tourism village was selected as a Korea
Government 3.0 Design Group Special Project managed by
Ministry of Government Administration and Home Affairs in June
and the local residents voluntarily participated in the process of
branding the eco-tourism village. A system was established to
share and communicate with public-private organizations.
※ E-mail : jejunyoja@gmail.com (Jeju Secretariat)
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as organic farm, fisherman's association and salt mine among
others. Other activities scheduled in the program are gastronomic

“LIVING IN MENORCA BIOSPHERE
RESERVE ONCE”

workshops, instructive activities and visiting symbolic sites.
The program includes 12 activities in total, all of which are
The

Menorca

Secretariat
has
launched the second
program of Living in
Menorca

held on weekends with free of charge between November 2016
and April 2017.
More information is available at:
http://viu.biosferamenorca.org/Publicacions/llistat.aspx?tipo=VIU

Biosphere

Once".
This program was
created to disseminate
the

concept

of

biosphere reserve to the public and to raise awareness on its
cultural and environmental values.
After the success achieved

at the first phase last year (almost

700 people participated in the program), a new program

has

been planned this time. Various projects are offered in the
guided tour together with the sustainability experiences on such
groups. Monitoring sensors for temperature, current and other
environmental parameters were installed in order to collect

Bio-Príncipe Scientific Expedition 2016
Mapping marine habitats and Biodiversity
Príncipe

Island

primary

UNESCO

first
Bio-Príncipe
Scientific
Expedition with the objectives
mapping

coastal
Island,

the

marine

habitats of
inventorying

biodiversity

and

and

Príncipe
marine

assessing

of

micro plastics in beaches and
biota for the first time.
The expedition took place between the 29th October and the
11st November and brought together several researchers from
universities, research centres and local technicians.
The preliminary results include the mapping of main habitats
around the Island, new records of algae, fishes and invertebrates,
including

new

species

The

results

will

contribute

to

the

development of Biodiversity Atlas and will be used to support a
proposal of the first marine protected areas on Príncipe Island.

Biosphere Reserve organized the

of

information.

for

science as the first assessment
of the Conservation status of
marine and coastal habitats
around
the
Island.
The
contents of micro plastics on
sand and small organism were
also identified.
The survey was conducted
through more than 30 divings
(including in the night time)
around the
island and also at Tinhosas Islands (22 miles to
South of Príncipe), intertidal transects, sonar, video, and other
techniques covering all kind of habitats and main biodiversity
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SUMMER UNIVERSITY OF SAMOTHRAKI 2016:
INTEGRATED
MANAGEMENT
OF
BIOSPHERE
RESERVES AND OTHER DESIGNATED AREAS
Between 9-22 July 2016 in Samothraki, the third “Summer
University” on “Integrated Management Approaches for Biosphere
Reserves and Other Designated Areas” was organized in
collaboration with several research institutions, universities, local
and national authorities, NGOs, and key UNESCO branches as
well. The course was a 12-day training designed as an intensive,
innovative and holistic experiential program aiming at providing a
high quality education to about 70 post-graduate students and
young scientists from European and other countries. Its major
goal was to deepen the understanding of the value of Biosphere
Reserves as “laboratories” and “catalysts” for sustainable
development.
Course A “Aquatic & Social Ecology: Theory and Practice”,
hosted by the Vienna Institute of Social Ecology and the
Hellenic Centre for Marine Research, was designed as a 2-week
course with the aim to learn and apply the approach of aquatic
ecology and social ecology to a local setting while supporting
current research and building synergy together with the
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. The course thus gave student the
opportunity to engage in a real-life project and utilise their
scientific training to support the process further, namely the
creation of a management plan with a set of activities towards
sustainability, and a science plan for further research on the
island that would also meet local interests.

socioecological and aquatic research. Each method was practically
demonstrated by a tutor guiding the small student groups
throughout the field survey. In line with the applied practical
goals, we have again planned the modules of field survey as
small sub-projects in such a way that they contribute to current
research directions, often directly responding to requests by the
commune. A total 8 modules were implemented.
All trainers and organizers have announced a joint statement
in support of joining Samothraki World Network of Biosphere
Reserves (WNBR).
Between 3 – 5 October 2016 the President of Local Economy
Committee of Samothraki Municipality and Representative of the
Mayor for MAB candidacy participated at the Workshop “The
Unexplored Potential of the Biosphere Reserves around the
Mediterranian”. The workshop took place in Chania, Crete
(Greece) with representatives of existing and future island
and coastal Biosphere Reserves from Mediterranean countries
including Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Lebanon and
Spain.
More details are available at www.sustainablesamothraki.net

Plenaries included lectures from Marina Fischer-Kowalski,
Philippe Pypaert, Michael Scoullos, Núria Bonada, Klement
Tockner and Danka Thalmeinerova. Yet, for the most part,
students were split into small groups and conducted field survey
in various social and natural science methods frequently used in

Striking Balance – Canadian Documentary Film
Series
A new 8-part documentary series called “Striking Balance”
about Canada’s Biosphere Reserves is set to launch this fall on
TVO in Ontario and on the Knowledge Network in British
Colombia. The film crew visited Georgian Bay over two years to
film in all seasons and capture the wildlife, research, and
livelihoods of the area to understand the balance between people
and nature.

10,000-year old relationship between people and nature in what
we now call Canada. We’ll see how teachings passed down for
thousands of years in First Nations cultures are informing
scientific research happening right now in Canadian Biosphere
Reserves.”
Narrated by Jim Cuddy of the band Blue Rodeo, each episode
combines interviews and excursions, aerial and underwater
photography, and exclusive views into the workings of the
region. Viewers get to meet ordinary people doing extraordinary
things for a place they love. www.strikingbalance.ca

Georgian Bay is home to the world’s largest freshwater
archipelago and has some of the highest diversity of reptile and
amphibian species in Canada along the 10,000 wetlands along
the Bay - a refuge for many rare and threatened species, like
the massasauga rattlesnake.
Just a few hours north of Toronto, the pressure is on local
communities to find ways for more people to be part of this
special region, without sacrificing what makes it unique in the
first place. But for the massasauga rattlesnake and other wildlife
here, the clock is ticking – as the completion of Highway 400
promises to deliver even more people to the Bay.
Director Zach Melnick explains: “This documentary series will
travel back in time, using these special places to explore the
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‘The Pike and Their Friends’ Disseminating
Environmental Knowledge
The Pike and their friends teach environmental knowledge. In
the project The Pike and Their Friends, a pike stuffed animal
and their fish mates bring various environmental messages to
small children in nurseries. The concept has been circulated
amongst nurseries in Pargas during the past three seasons. The

Pike and Their friends circulates with a booklet, telling stories
about how the pike discovers something interesting in his
environment - either an environmental problem or simply about
interesting species in the wild. The children work about the
theme and document in the folder what they have worked with.
The pike has visited all the kindergartens in Pargas, which
means it has reached 850 children. The material has also been
circulated in the area as an exhibition and thus reached many
more.

The 2nd PCSD SAP Meeting Held

Management; Dr. Perry S. Ong of the Institute of Biology,
University of the Philippines Diliman, and Dr. Dai-Yeun Jeong,
Director of the Asia Climate Change Education Centre, Jeju
Island Biosphere Reserve in Korea.
A total of 80 scientific papers were presented during the
meeting (36 verbal presentations, 44 poster presentations).
More than 170 participants and guests attended the the meeting
which became a good venue for the exchange of information and

Initially, the meeting started with the election of their
chairman for the 2nd meeting as well as chairpersons for the
two

breakout

sessions

namely

Biophysical

and

ideas on a wide range of expertise and institutions not only from
the province but from outside Palawan as well.
Three breakout session were held with the following themes:

Ecological

Session 1-Ecological, Session 2-Social, and Session 3– Economic.

Sub-Panel and Sociocultural and Economic Sub-Panel. Dr.
Michael D. Pido, Vice President for Research and Extension was

Scientific studies were categorized using the three themes which
overall aims to provide better understanding on how to achieve

elected as the Chairman; Dr. Edwino S. Fernando, Professor at

sustainable development and climate resiliency.

University of the Philippines Los Baños, as the Chair of the
Biophysical and Ecological Sub-Panel; and Dr. Benjamin C.
Bagadion Jr., core faculty of the Asian Institute of Management,
chaired the Sociocultural and Economic Sub-Panel. The SAP
members
grouped
themselves

according

to their expertise.

Participants were not only given the chance to communicate
their results and implications on the sustainable development of
Palawan and the province’s environment, but were also
appreciated

Princesa City.

Dr.

Benjamin C. Bagadion
Jr.,
former
DENR
Undersecretary

and

core faculty of
Asian
Institute

the
of

the

procedure

of

competitions

wherein

winners for verbal and poster presentations took home cash
prizes and gift certificates from hotels and restaurants in Puerto

For Research and
Environmental
Management;

through
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The architect and urban planner Juan Palop
presented an outline of the project 'Arrecife,
Biosphere Reserve Capital' to Lanzarote
Biosphere Reserve Council
Putting Arrecife in the place it deserves as island capital and
the third most important city in the Canary Isles is one of the
main priorities of Lanzarote Biosphere Reserve’s ‘Lanzarote 2020
Strategy’, which sets out the lines of action for the island
Government.
In this initiative to revive the city of Arrecife, the President
of the Island Council (Cabildo) and Chairman of the Biosphere
Reserve, Pedro San Ginés, announced that “the Island Council,
with the cooperation of Arrecife City Council and the Canary
Islands Government, will focus in part on the development of an
ambitious Neighbourhood Plan in the island’s capital”. The first
steps have already been taken with the commissioning of an
urban planning diagnosis in the ‘Arrecife, Biosphere Reserve
Capital’ project aiming to put together a route map that charts
the actions to be undertaken in order to restore the capital’s
pride, putting new energy into the city, especially in the
residential neighborhoods of Arrecife.
The project outline was presented to the members of the
Biosphere Reserve Council’s Steering Committee in its meeting
at the beginning of December. As a result of this diagnosis, a
programme of revitalisation and modernisation will be devised to
promote the culture of habitat quality and respect through the
use of participatory methodologies and innovative technologies.
In short, the island capital will need to innovate models that

collective spirit that aims to convert Arrecife into an exemplary
Biosphere Reserve Capital.
The diagnosis, which is “still under way”, is concentrating on
the issues of mobility and decentralisation of the city, as well as
recuperating shade from the sun in public areas, a classic
identifying trait of Lanzarote’s culture. It also seeks for putting
an end to the problems caused by runoff waters, which need to
be dealt with in a way that facilitates a new order of pedestrian
mobility and light transport in the city.
“Biocorners”, to be named after the winners of the Biosphere
Mentor (Referente) awards, safe school walks and transport hubs
are other novel features envisaged in the project.
In the development of this participatory project, the author is
being assisted by the Technological Institute of Karlsruhe (KIT)
in Germany, which is a leader among European universities in
the fields of engineering and natural sciences and has a
worldwide reputation for the high quality of its research work.
As part of their technical project, a group of students is visiting
the island in the current month of December in order to carry
out a study and devise a three-year work plan to design
strategies to search out the city’s identity, based on aspects
which coincide with the Palop-Casado project such as mobility
and landscaping in the capital. They also have the support of
local and international architects such as the prestigious architect
Henri Bava.
The contribution of this group to the project 'Arrecife,
Biosphere Capital’ will be complemented in the future by other
groups from the same University and, at the proposal of Juan
Palop-Casado, from other foreign universities.

reconcile human activities and environmental processes through a
UNESCO MAB in 2014 as the first entirely new site in the UK
since the 1970s, the first ever such site in SE England and only

UK Biosphere Reserves

one of few sites at a global level including a major urban area.
The six biosphere reserves currently located in the entire UK are:
‧ Biosffer Dyfi Biosphere (Wales) (expanded in 2009)

The Biosphere on the Isle of Man is the latest Biosphere
Reserve site added to the British Isles.

‧ Brighton & Lewes Downs Biosphere (England)
‧ Galloway and South Ayrshire (formerly Cairnsmore of Fleet &

biosphere reserve site.

‧ Silver Flowe - Merrick Kells Biosphere Reserve) (Scotland)
(expanded in 2012)
‧ North Devon Biosphere Reserve (England) (expanded in 2002)

There are a number of areas considering to be designated as a
You can confirm more details at the website;
http://www.unesco-mab.org.uk/uk-reserves.html

‧ Wester Ross Biosphere (Scotland) (expanded in 2016)
The Isle of Man as a British Crown Dependency of the UK
has just joined the Worldwide Network of Biosphere Reserves in
2016 by designating a reserve for the entire island and its
territorial waters.
Four of these biosphere reserves, North Devon Biosphere
Reserve, Biosffer Dyfi Biosphere, Wester Ross, and Galloway and
South Ayrshire, were expanded from previous much smaller
biosphere reserves to meet the criteria in the 1996 Statutory
Framework for the WNBR. The previous biosphere reserves are
now the core areas of today’s reserves.
The Brighton & Lewes Downs Biosphere was designated by
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